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W H Y  P H O T O G R A P H Y  A N D   
D R E W E AT T S  &  B L O O M S B U R Y

• Became interested in the Auction House because I am QA’ing the website for the Frick 
Art Reference Library’s Web Archiving Initiative  

• As a student of art history/library science and as an archivist, I am passionate about the 
history of photography and will eventually be writing my art history master's thesis on 
the subject 

• Want to investigate the circumstances that have led to the establishment of 
photography as an "accepted high art form" and that conception's subsequent 
influence on the sales of photography at auction 

• Selected 6 auctions that were photography based 

• 2011, May 

• 2012, May 

• 2012, November 

• 2013, November 

• 2014, February 

• 2014, June



L O T  ( LÄT )  -  A N  A R T I C L E  O R  S E T  O F  A R T I C L E S  

F O R  S A L E  AT  A N  A U C T I O N

• Scraped information about: 

• Artist 

• Date Created 

• Price in GB Pounds for 
which the lot sold (or was 
Unsold) 

• Title   

• Wrote out to JSON File



the first code



M O R E  C O D E

• Used regular expressions  

• Had to separate the date 
created from the title 

• Converted date created 
into decade created 

• Counted how many times 
an artist works were sold in 
an auction



F R O M  W E B  C O N T E N T  T O  D ATA





2011 May - High, Low, Median, Average











2014 February - High, Low, Median, Average





2014 June - High, Low, Median, Average




